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The fusion reactions 48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W leading to the same compound nucleus 202Pb are
studied within the framework of an improved isospin dependent quantum molecular dynamics model.
The entrance channel mass asymmetry dependence of compound nucleus formation is found by analyzing
the shell correction energies, Coulomb barriers and fusion cross sections. The calculated fusion cross
sections agree quantitatively with the experimental data. We conclude that the compound nucleus
formation is favorable for the system with larger mass asymmetry.
© 2008 Elsevier B.V. Open access under CC BY license.In recent years, much effort has been devoted to the study of
superheavy elements (SHEs) theoretically and experimentally. El-
ements 107 to 112 were synthesized in cold fusion reactions [1],
elements from 113 to 116 and 118 were produced in hot fusion re-
actions [2]. The existence of elements with Z > 106 is due to the
balance of shell effects against the large Coulomb repulsion [3].
Theoretically, several transport models have been established to
understand the fusion mechanism of SHE formation, such as the
macroscopic dynamical model [4], the dinuclear system model
[5,6], the ﬂuctuation–dissipation model [7], and the concept of
nucleon collectivization [8]. Experimental data can be reproduced
and some new results have been predicted with these models.
The models differ from each other, sometimes using contradictory
physical ideas. A microscopic description of the synthesis mecha-
nism of SHEs remains as a challenge to microscopic theory. The
accurate theoretical predictions of the reaction channel and opti-
mum incident energy are anticipated by experimentalists.
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Open access under CC BY license.The study of the role of the entrance channel in the fusion
reaction is a relevant problem in establishing the optimal condi-
tions for the synthesis of SHEs. The cross section for the synthe-
sis of SHE is so small that it reaches the present experimental
limit. Therefore, it is a key to select the optimal reaction and
favorable energy before the experiment to ensure the successful
synthesis of SHEs. It is known generally that it is more favor-
able to synthesize SHE with large mass asymmetry of the re-
actants. Being encouraged by the synthesis of SHEs, heavy ion
fusion reactions at energies below and near the Coulomb bar-
rier have received a great deal of attention [9–13]. The measured
fusion cross sections for different mass asymmetry (|A2 − A1|/
(A1 + A2)) reactions leading to the same compound nucleus al-
low us to study the entrance channel effects on the fusion reac-
tion mechanism. The entrance channel mass asymmetry depen-
dence of the compound nucleus formation has been studied by
the statistical model [14,15] and the dinuclear systems model [16]
for the asymmetric and nearly symmetric systems. The effect of
entrance channel mass asymmetry in fusion was investigated in
Ref. [17] for the formation of 220Th by comparing the evaporation
residue cross section in the reactions 16O + 204Pb, 40Ar + 180Hf,
48Ca+ 172Yb, 82Se+ 138Ba, and 124Sn+ 96Zr. The authors concluded
that fusion is inhibited increasingly for reactions more symmetric
than 16O + 204Pb. Attempts to understand the effect of entrance
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sary.
In the present work, we carry out a study for the fusion reac-
tions 48Ca+ 154Sm and 16O+ 186W using the improved isospin de-
pendent quantum molecular dynamics (ImIQMD) model [18]. The
experimental fusion cross sections are well reproduced, and the
calculated results suggest the entrance channel mass asymmetry
dependence of the compound nucleus formation.
In the ImIQMD model, the most important improvement is
the inclusion of shell correction contribution compared with the
isospin dependent quantum molecular dynamics model (IQMD)
[19,20]. As we know, the shell correction can change the fusion
barrier of a certain reaction. For the same reaction, different shell
correction energies result from changes in the level scheme with
the deformation parameters. The importance of the shell correc-
tion on the production cross section of compound nuclei has re-
ceived much attention for synthesis of superheavy elements. Con-
sequently, it is necessary that shell effects are considered in the fu-
sion process. The projectile-target level schemes in fusion reaction
are calculated by the deformed two center shell model (DTCSM)
[21,22]. Then the shell corrections are calculated using the Struti-
nsky method [23].
In the ImIQMD model, the shell correction energy can be writ-
ten as
U ImIQMDshell = −
∫
Eshell exp[(r − Rp,t/a)]
a{1+ exp[(r − Rp,t/a)]}2 dr (1)
where the shell correction energy Eshell is given by using DTCSM.
The Rp,t and a are projectile (target) radius and the dispersion
width, respectively. The values of Rp,t and a are 1.2 A−1/3 fm and
0.55 fm, respectively, where A is the total nucleon number. In the
evolution of dynamical process, the ordering of ﬁlling in the levels
is considered according to angular momentum and single nucleon
energy which corresponds to the same angular momentum.
In this calculation, the levels are calculated by DTCSM and the
shell corrections are calculated using Strutinsky method for the
reaction system 48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W. The proton levels
(upper ﬁgure), the proton and total shell corrections are plotted in
Fig. 1 for the fusion reactions leading to the same compound nu-
cleus 202Pb. Rn = (R − R f )/(Rt − R f ) is the normalized distance
between centers, where R is the distance between two centers,
R f = Rc − Rp is the ﬁnal R , Rt = Rt + Rp is the distance at the
touching point, and Rc , Rt , and Rp are the radii of compound
nucleus, target and projectile nucleus, respectively. In the upper
part of Fig. 1, it can be seen that the levels show disturbances at
Rn > 0.39. These changes are greater for the reaction 48Ca+ 154Sm
than for the reaction 16O + 186W. The reaction 48Ca + 154Sm has a
lower shell correction at Rn > 0.39 but greater at Rn < 0.39. Be-
cause 16O and 48Ca are doubly magic, we think that, apart from
the slight deformation inﬂuence, above behavior is mainly due to
the mass asymmetry for two different reactions.
The nucleus–nucleus interaction potential plays an important
role in the fusion reaction, but it cannot be directly measured.
Several methods such as Wong semiempirical formula [24], Bass
potential [25], and the proximity potential [26] have been em-
ployed to calculate the Coulomb barrier. In this work, the effects of
the mass asymmetry of projectile and target on the static Coulomb
barrier are studied by using the ImIQMD model for 48Ca + 154Sm
and 16O + 186W fusion systems.
The interaction potential is deﬁned as V (R) = Ept(R)− Ep − Et .
Here R is the distance between the centers of mass of projectile
and target. Ept(R) is the total energy of the whole system, while
Ep and Et are the energies of the projectile and target, respec-
tively. They are the sum of the effective potential energy and the
kinetic energy over the whole system, projectile and target, respec-
tively. For the kinetic energy, the Thomas–Fermi approximation isFig. 1. Proton levels (upper ﬁgure) and the proton and total shell corrections for
these two fusion reactions in the synthesis of 202Pb.
adopted as mentioned in Ref. [27]. For the static Coulomb barrier,
the density distribution is the same as the initial density distri-
bution, which is the diabatic process. The total static interaction
potential and each part of the interaction potential are shown for
reaction systems 48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W in Fig. 2.
The contribution of each part of the interaction potential to
the total interaction potential can be seen clearly. In addition, we
compare the static Coulomb barriers by the ImIQMD model with
the results of proximity potential in Fig. 3. One can see that the
calculated with ImIQMD Coulomb barriers are not in good agree-
ment with those from proximity potential at short range, but are
in good agreement with those from proximity potential when both
nuclei do not overlap too much in space. The reason for the de-
viation in the overlap region is that the proximity potential may
not be able to give an accurate result at the overlap region where
the ImIQMD model is applicable. But it is well known that the re-
sults for the overlap region are more important, especially for the
case of heavy reaction systems. One can see that more symmetric
combinations will give rise to higher Coulomb barriers, and with
the increasing mass asymmetry the height of the Coulomb barrier
decreases and the capture probability should be enhanced conse-
quently [27]. Thus it is more favorable to form the superheavy el-
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potential for 48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W.
Fig. 3. The static Coulomb barriers of 48Ca+ 154Sm and 16O+ 186W. Results of prox-
imity potential are also shown. The inset is the contribution from shell correction
energy.
ements using asymmetric reaction systems. The contribution from
shell correction energies are also included in Fig. 3 which are de-
ﬁned as V shell = Eptshell − Epshell − Etshell. Here Eptshell, Epshell and Etshell
are the projectile-target combinations, projectile and target shell
correction energies which are calculated by DTCSM, respectively.
The effects of the mass asymmetry of projectile and target on theFig. 4. Comparison of calculated fusion cross section with experimental data for
48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W. The open squares (circles) represent the calculated
results and the solid squares (circles) represent the experimental data.
interaction shell correction energies are observed. The contribu-
tion from shell correction energy with small mass asymmetry is
larger than that with large mass asymmetry at the early stage,
when two nuclei overlap too much, the reverse phenomenon is
observed. It is known that the lowering of the Coulomb barrier
corresponding to larger mass asymmetry might result in the en-
hancement of the capture probability. We will investigate the effect
of the mass asymmetry through calculation the fusion cross sec-
tions later.
Fig. 4 presents the calculated fusion cross sections compared
with experimental data [28,29] for 48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W.
The theoretical cross sections increase with increasing energies
that is presented in the data. The calculated results are larger
than the experimental data at lower energies. One can note that
this result is more obvious for 16O + 186W than that for 48Ca +
154Sm. Ref. [28] shows that the sub-barrier enhancement with
respect to the uncoupled calculations is far larger in the case
of 48Ca + 154Sm. At high energies, the calculation values are in
agreement with the data. However, the comparison of the fusion
cross sections for 48Ca + 154Sm with the reaction 16O + 186W in
Ref. [28] shows the competition between sub-barrier enhancement
and above barrier suppression. Both experimental and theoreti-
cal results show the difference of cross sections in two different
systems. Namely, the entrance channel mass asymmetry depen-
dence of the fusion cross sections can be observed. The fusion
cross sections are larger for the reaction 16O+ 186W, which results
from the lowering of the Coulomb barrier for the reaction with
larger mass asymmetry. It suggests that the compound nucleus
formation is favorable for the systems with larger mass asymme-
try.
In conclusion, we have investigated the fusion reactions for
48Ca + 154Sm and 16O + 186W reaction systems forming the
same compound nucleus 202Pb by using the ImIQMD model. The
Coulomb barrier is lower for 16O + 186W with large mass asym-
metry than for 48Ca + 154Sm with small mass asymmetry. The ex-
perimental data of the fusion cross sections have been reproduced
quantitatively. The results show that the fusion cross sections are
larger for the reaction system with larger mass asymmetry. This
reason is attributed to the lowering of the Coulomb barrier for
system with larger mass asymmetry. Thus the compound nucleus
formation is more favorable for the system with larger mass asym-
metry. It indicates that the entrance channel mass asymmetry of
the reaction system affects the synthesis of heavy nuclei.
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